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ALFORD MANOR HOUSE, Lincolnshire

commissions

SUSAN BRADLEY to create TWIST, a contemporary summer house,

and to inspire“young entrepreneurs” to originate exciting new products for the gift shop

Twist will be in situ from 22 September and will be officially opened by Sir Andrew Motion

Susan Bradley exhibits nationally and internationally and is best known for her award-winning, intricately cut metal designs, which range from large scale architectural pieces to small retail products. 

The picturesque Alford Manor House, built in 1611 and situated at the foot of the Lincolnshire Wolds, is reputedly the largest thatched manor house in the country. This museumaker project has been inspired by its eclectic collections of rural artefacts and corn dollies – in particular, a splendid  corn dolly chandelier. It has also been informed by the Manor’s historic garden, which is being imaginatively restored and regenerated with designs incorporating archaeological research and exciting new developments.

The Commission

Susan Bradley is designing a contemporary summer house that visitors can walk round and sit within, based on the form of a corn dolly. Created from stainless steel in place of straw, the scale and material will give the piece a contemporary twist, although the form will be familiar to the Museum’s audience, connecting with nostalgic references to pastoral Lincolnshire and traditional crafts. It will challenge thinking about a very traditional country craft and also celebrate rural heritage, locality and provenance.

Twist has been commissioned to celebrate the 400th anniversary of Alford Manor,  and will be a landmark piece in the Victorian Walled Garden, as part of the major garden redesign. Lighting will be integrated within Twist, so that it becomes a focal point in the garden for evening events as well as daytime visitors. 

Participatory Project

A participatory project, led by Susan Bradley, gave students from local schools the opportunity to create a product inspired by Alford Manor House and its garden. They started with a brief, worked through research and design, costing and financial viability and finally pitched ideas in a Dragons’ Den, which included leading local business people and Sara Blair-Manning, Alford’s House Manager.

Of the projects presented, there were two winners. A Spoonful of Lincolnshire will be a book of recipes celebrating Lincolnshire produce and food heritage, gathered from local people. This has been a collaborative project by six pupils from the Spendluffe Foundation Technology College, all aged fourteen, who worked out  the concept, undertook the research and have created  the format and  design of the book.

Simply Seeds has been created by two pupils, also aged fourteen, from Queen Elizabeth's Grammar School. This will be a range of heritage vegetable and flower seeds, linking with produce from the newly designed garden at the Manor House, packaged in boxes with a striking modern design and colour-coded for each season.

Simply Seeds will be batch-produced and sold in the Alford Manor House shop from the Autumn. A Spoonful of Lincolnshire will be launched in time for Christmas 2010.

www.susanbradley.co.uk; www.alfordmanorhouse.co.uk 
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