KEDLESTON HALL COMMISSIONS SUSIE MACMURRAY
to create ‘PROMENADE’
part of museumaker: unlocking the creative potential of museum collections
PROMENADE is on display 19 July- 29 September
‘PROMENADE’
Susie MacMurray is known for her site-specific installations in historic buildings. She will create a temporary installation in Kedleston’s imposing Marble Hall: a shimmering maze composed of thousands of metres of gold thread (200 kilometres in all) wound between the alabaster pillars, through which visitors will be invited to stroll. Promenade will form a facet of an imaginative scheme, part of the National Trust’s current campaign to bring properties to life, and will help visitors interpret Kedleston for themselves.
THE INSPIRATION

Kedleston Hall is a masterpiece of 18thcentury English architecture. The seat of the Curzon family, it was commissioned by the first Lord Scarsdale as a show palace where he entertained guests and exhibited his extensive collections. Kedleston was built in the 1760s and is the most complete example of Robert Adam’s work -
he designed the mansion, its decorations, contents, and surrounding park. Both Adam and his patron shared a love of Italian architecture and classical antiquity, and this is reflected  in the designs. The National Trust, owner since 1986, has restored the state rooms to their former glory.
THE INSTALLATION
Promenade will respond to Robert Adam’s architecture and design; and also to the famous Peacock Dress. This magnificent dress was worn by Lady Curzon at the evening ball which followed the Delhi Durbar in 1903, the glittering highlight of her husband’s term as Viceroy of India. Made by the House of Worth, in Paris, it was embroidered by Indian craftsmen with metal thread and jewels on gold cloth, so that it would glisten in a room lit by electricity. The dress is the centerpiece of the Eastern Museum which is housed below the Marble Hall, and can be admired by visitors.
‘JOURNEYS’
Promenade will explore the ideas of ‘travelling’ and ‘journeys’, referencing the travels of Kedleston’s  former owners : Lord Scarsdale who took the Grand Tour and Lord and Lady Curzon, who travelled to the East, as well as the ‘journey’  experienced  by  visitors today as they take a route through Kedleston Hall to enjoy the displays and the property.
There is much gold and gilding in Kedleston’s rooms, through which former guests would have wandered. Promenade continues this theme. The lengths of fine gold thread will be wound from pillar to pillar, across the Marble Hall, to create a shimmering filigree of obstruction, causing viewers to promenade back and forth, to find their way through the Hall, viewing the architecture and each other, through the intervention itself. This gilded display will also be reminiscent of the Peacock Dress, unravelled. 
Promenade will take a fortnight (and much walking back and forth) to install. Kedleston’s volunteers, local students and Susie’s assistants will help to create the installation, under the guidance of Susie MacMurray.
KEDLESTON HALL, a spectacular neo-classical mansion, is set in historic parkland in countryside near Derby. Designed for lavish entertaining, it displays an extensive collection of paintings, sculpture and original furnishings, and is a stunning example of the work of Robert Adam. The Curzon family have lived here since the 12th century and continue to live at the Hall. Lord Curzon's Eastern Museum is a treasure trove of fascinating objects acquired on his travels in Asia and while Viceroy of India (1899 - 1905). Kedleston Hall was used as a key location for The Duchess', the recent Hollywood blockbuster, starring Keira Knightley and Ralph Fiennes. 

For details of opening hours, ticket information and facilities, please see 

www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-kedlestonhall
SUSIE MACMURRAY has an international exhibition profile and shows regularly in the UK, USA and Europe. Her site-specific installations and sculpture frequently reference the history of a building. These include the specifics of a site, and the meanings of materials to help visitors gain an insight into the relationship between the place and the people who have inhabited it. 
www.susie-macmurray.co.uk
museumaker

This installation is part of museumaker, a prestigious national project involving sixteen museums across the country. It is unlocking the creative potential of collections through imaginative interchanges between the heritage and contemporary craft sectors. As well as offering new experiences for existing museum visitors, museumaker will establish innovative ways of developing audiences, including young people. Each museum has commissioned one or more outstanding makers to create intriguing new work in response to the venue, its associations and collections. 

