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UNIVERSITY OF NOTTINGHAM MUSEUM presents IMAGINED OBJECTS OF DESIRE
Exhibitions and Participatory Projects inspired by LINA PETERSON
Lina Peterson is recognised as one of the UK’s talented new jewellers. She is working in collaboration with the University of Nottingham Museum and Lakeside Arts Centre. This project has been inspired by the collections in the University’s Museum, which holds archaeological artefacts from the Palaeolithic age to the Post Medieval period, excavated in the East Midlands. They reflect the everyday lives of people living in this area. The Lakeside Arts Centre hosts Lustre, one of the UK’s best annual contemporary craft shows.

The Commission

Lina Peterson is making a number of highly imaginative new pieces of jewellery, which she calls ‘hybrid-objects’, taking the University’s collections as a starting point. Her pieces are, at the same time, thoughtfully researched and playful, as well as being very skilfully made. They will encourage Museum visitors to look more carefully at the archaeological objects, and question their original purposes, as Lina’s pieces will be exhibited in cases, throughout the Museum, beside the ancient pieces that inspired them. From 1 October  – 17 December, apart from  12, 13, 14 November, when they will be on display at Lustre, where Lina will also run workshops.

Lina has chosen to work with jewellery, fragments and other items in the Museum. She has created moulds from several of these, overseen by a conservator, and has then made lost wax casts in silver, as well as in bronze and brass. These replicas of museum objects are the basis for new pieces: her designs are influenced both by the original forms – and also by the parts that are missing, eroded away or lost when in the ground. Lina has filled in the gaps, creating her new objects with additions in contemporary materials. She has also made wax imprints from large Museum objects, such as a magnificent ceramic urn with a series of repeat decorations. From her wax impression of this pattern, she is ‘recreating’ the stamp that would have produced the original design, and utilising it to make a necklace. 

Lina chose to cast in silver, brass and bronze – materials from which some original pieces were made – as patinas and colours of ancient objects change over the centuries, through use, wear and being buried. Her pieces will have the brilliance of the originals when they were new. 

Participatory Project

The participatory project for eleven women – from different backgrounds, and mostly retired – is currently taking place over ten weeks. Lina Peterson, Clare Pickersgill, Curator of the University of Nottingham Museum and Lesley Beale, Crafts Co-ordinator for Lakeside Art Centre, are leading this project. It is emphasising parallels between the making and use of objects in the Museum’s collections, with contemporary craft and contemporary making. Participants have discussed how we attach meaning, memories and value to different objects, heirlooms and personal possessions, in particular to jewellery; and how these, and unattainable items, can become objects of desire. The group has also discovered that archaeological objects in museums are not always what they seem, and that they can be open to different interpretations.

Each week, participants are taught about a different craft technique and material, which are also explained in their historical and archaeological contexts. Then, they try out the craft techniques. For instance, the lost wax technique, by casting ring-shaped objects in silver that can work both as rings and stamps; making terracotta coil pots, inspired by the Museum’s Samian pottery, which they then decorate using the silver stamp-rings made in the previous sessions; and producing embroidery work inspired by Nottingham’s lace making industry, and other patterns found on items in the collection. Each participant is creating a finished piece, inspired by Museum artefacts, where possible using materials with interesting personal connections. 

The finished objects will be showcased in the Museum 1 October – 17 December.

www.linapeterson.com/museumaker/; www.nottingham.ac.uk/museum/
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