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VALENTINES MANSION AND GARDENS, Ilford, present
SUMMER IN THE CITY 

with the Valentines Mansion Bespoke Textile commissioned from TIMOROUS BEASTIES
Part of museumaker: unlocking the creative potential of museum collections
Enjoy garden furniture with the exclusive Valentines Textile from 19 July 2010
museumaker, a prestigious national project involving sixteen museums across the country, is unlocking the creative potential of collections through imaginative interchanges between the heritage and contemporary craft sectors. It is supported by Arts Council England (ACE), Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) and its Renaissance Programme. As well as offering new experiences for existing museum visitors, museumaker will establish innovative ways of developing audiences, including young people. Each museum has commissioned one or more outstanding makers to create intriguing new work in response to the venue, its associations and collections.
Valentines Mansion and its Bespoke Textile

Timorous Beasties are internationally acclaimed for their surreal and uncompromisingly contemporary ‘takes’ on traditional textiles. Their Bespoke Textile for Valentines Mansion is strikingly original and very exciting. A must see!
Valentines Mansion is a beautiful, 300 year old house with stunning historic gardens, including an historic walled kitchen garden, Victorian rose garden, the Long Water Canal, rococo grottoes and dovecote. The Mansion was built around 1696 for the widow of the Archbishop of Canterbury. In the 1720s, Robert Surman bought the estate and created the gardens and grottoes. In the 1760s Sir Charles Raymond, a wealthy textile merchant who traded with the East Indies, spent part of his fortune renovating Valentines, giving the house its Georgian appearance. Since then, its colourful history has included being home to wartime refugees.
Valentines Mansion has been meticulously restored with funds from Redbridge Council and the Heritage Lottery. A historic venue with a contemporary feel, it was opened to the public last year. It houses rooms reflecting different periods in its history including a reconstructed Victorian kitchen and dairy. A temporary exhibitions gallery will show the genesis of The  Valentines Textile, and six artist studios on the top floor, have public open days. Valentines welcomes families, and has a special family room packed with hands-on fun, as well as garden trails and outdoor games bags.

Timorous Beasties have taken inspiration from the rich history of the site for The Valentines Textile.  It has been designed to have high visual impact and be functional, whilst reflecting the imaginative and provocative reputation of their work. The textile is being used on a range of outdoor furniture in the walled kitchen garden - deck chairs, wind-breaks and parasols - to add to visitors’ enjoyment of activities such as story telling, music and acting.
The Valentines Textile, which has a generic background design inspired by Wedgwood Jasperware, is heat sensitive. As the temperature rises during the day an exciting, contemporary, composite image of the Mansion and gardens will emerge - to fade as the day cools and darkness falls. Visitors may use and enjoy this very special garden furniture during opening hours in summer and autumn and while the family enjoys special events (see next page).

www.museumaker.com; www.valentinesmansion.com 
Special events in the Walled Kitchen Garden include:

Book in advance on 0208 7088100 for all events
· Cool collages (families with children aged 5+)
Weds 4 August; 10.30am-12noon; 1.30 – 3pm; £2.50 per person.

Be inspired by the Timorous Beasties’ creations. Make prints and collages using funky felts and fabrics to take home. All materials provided.
· An Evening of Musical Delights 

Fri 6 August, 7 – 9pm; £8 (includes a drink)

A relaxing evening of jazz, folk and acoustic music. Soak in the summer scents, sit back and enjoy!
· An authentic Punch & Judy performance by puppeteer Geoff Felix (families with children aged 6+) Weds 11 August: 10.30am, 1pm and 2.30pm (25 minute shows); £2.50 per child
Other events throughout the Gardens include…

· Summer Exhibitions in the 18th century Dovecote (Until September; Mansion opening times)
· Guided Tour of Valentines’ Gardens, with resident horticulturalist Simon Litt
Tues 20 July, Tues 17 August; 11.15am – 1.15pm; Adults; £3.00 per person

· Pause, Play, Print! (in the Mansion, inspired by the gardens)
Weds 28 July; 10.30am – 12.30pm; 1.30 – 3.30pm; 7-14 years; £2.50 per person

Make multiple and single prints using relief and contact processes; and abstract works and reliefs based on views around Valentines Mansion. Opportunities to work with letterpress, lino and wood-blocks as well as with natural and recycled materials. Vegetable printing for younger participants.
· Plants, Pots and Paints! 

Tues 17 August; 10.30am – 12noon; 1.20 – 3.30pm; families with children aged 3+; £2.50 per child

A special quiz trail around the park and gardens. Plant seeds, and decorate your own pot to take home.
· Timepiece Jazz Sun 15 August; 3.00 – 5.00pm; for all ages; free
Some of London’s best musicians play a mixture of original material, unique arrangements and classics from the golden period. 
· Farmers’ Markets Sun 27 June, 25 July, 22 August, 26 September; 11.00am – 3.00pm. For all ages; free
Valentines Mansion and Gardens Opening Times. Admission free 

Gardens: Daily 10am – dusk. Parking available (charges apply)
Mansion: Tue, Weds: 10am to 5pm; Sun: 11am to 4pm. 
Gardener’s Cottage Café (Walled Kitchen Garden; Indoor and outdoor seating): Daily 10am – dusk. 
How to get there

Tube: Gants Hill Underground Station. (Central line) 5 minutes walk

Rail: Ilford National Rail, direct line from Liverpool Street Station

Bus: 396,128,123,296,167 from Gants Hill Underground, or 128,296,150,396,167 from Ilford National Rail.

Cycle: to the Mansion through Valentines Park, racks are provided.

Road: From A4406 (junction for A12) and M25 (J27 for M110, and follow on to A4406 East). 

museumaker partner museums

London Region: The Geffrye Museum, Hackney; Orleans House Gallery, Richmond; Valentine’s Mansion, Ilford; The Women’s Library, London Metropolitan University, Tower Hamlets

East Midlands Region: Alford Manor, Lincolnshire; Harley Museum and Gallery, Welbeck; Kedleston Hall, Derbyshire; the University of Nottingham Museum

South East Region: The Guildhall Museum, Rochester; The Royal Pavilion, Brighton; The Beaney Art Museum and Library, Canterbury; The Lightbox, Woking

North East Region: The Bowes Museum, Barnard Castle; Killhope Lead Mining Museum, County Durham; Middlesbrough Museums & Galleries  Service (Captain Cook Birthplace Museum, the Dorman Museum, mima); Woodhorn, Northumberland Museum and Archives
FOR FURTHER PRESS INFORMATION contact Lianne Jarrett Associates: info@lja.uk.com; 01273 674692
