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EXCHANGING LUMINANCE: an installation by RICHARD JACKSON
The Lightbox, Woking, in the Courtyard Garden

Permanent installation, opening 5 November

Part of museumaker: unlocking the potential of museum collections
Richard Jackson has created EXCHANGING LUMINANCE, a sculpture that draws people into the courtyard garden of The Lightbox and then into the museum. This installation combines glass, stainless steel and LED lighting, which enables its appearance to change according to the light. It will illuminate the garden on winter afternoons and summer evenings.
The form of Exchanging Luminance was inspired by the architectural aesthetic of The Lightbox: line, plane and volume. The images, worked into the three glass elements in the installation, derive from objects and paintings in the collection: notably from The Ingram Collection, an important collection of Modern and Contemporary British art on long term loan to The Lightbox, and Woking’s Story.
Exchanging Luminance is approximately 5 metres long by 2.3 metres high. This museumaker commission has enabled Richard Jackson to work on a larger scale than previously. He has used lighting in his work before, but this is the first time he that has had the opportunity to ‘choreograph’ changing colours and sequences.
The imagery in the first glass element is a dynamic abstract, comprising relief carvings created from Richard’s drawings of works by Barbara Hepworth and Terry Frost, and his interest in Woking’s railway. Hepworth’s ‘Sculpture with Colour and Strings’,  and the importance of the rail line, inspired the arc of holes radiating towards the bottom of the piece. The raised linear details, of lines crossing a circle, were abstracted from Hepworth’s painting ‘Construction 1’. The three sections of elliptical relief impressions towards the top of the glass, were created from a memory of Frost’s painting ‘Suspended Red, Black and Ochre’. 

The imagery for the second glass element is an abstract interpretation of a detail from Henri Gaudier-Brzeska’s bronze sculpture ‘Maternity’.

The third glass element draws on the history of Woking for its imagery, and references the Islamic architectural decorative detail of the Shah Jehan Mosque. Richard has combined this imagery with an abstract detail inspired by John Armstrong’s painting ‘Roads’, an urban scene of a spiralling road, modern high rise architecture, and water. 

Richard Jackson runs his own glass studio in Gloucestershire, in partnership with Sally Fawkes.  Richard has won The Worshipful Company of Glass Sellers Prize and awards from Arts Council, England, the Crafts Council and The Department of Trade and Industry. Richard works to commission, often site specifically, for public, corporate and private spaces. He exhibits internationally in museums and galleries. His work is in public collections, including: Victoria & Albert Museum; National Museums of Scotland; Museo de Arte en Vidrio de Alcorcon, Madrid; The Lightbox, Woking; The Ruskin Glass Collection.

The Lightbox is Woking’s exciting gallery and museum. Designed by Marks Barfield Architects (architects of the London Eye), it opened in 2007, and won the 2008 Art Fund Prize. A focus for art, craft and contemporary design, it includes two spacious galleries that host a wide range of temporary exhibitions, including contemporary art and loans from major UK and overseas museums. 

museumaker is a prestigious national project involving sixteen museums across the country. It is unlocking the creative potential of collections through imaginative interchanges between the heritage and contemporary craft sectors. It is supported by Arts Council England (ACE), Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) and its Renaissance Programme. As well as offering new experiences for existing museum visitors, museumaker is establishing innovative ways of developing audiences, including young people. Each museum has commissioned one or more outstanding makers to create intriguing new work in response to the venue, its associations and collections. The programme also includes opportunities for partner museums to develop new products for retail. For further information on museumaker, see www.museumaker.com 
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