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‘CRAFTED FOOTNOTES’ by NICOLA MALKIN 
at The Women’s Library (28 October 2010 – 26 March 2011)
part of museumaker: unlocking the creative potential of museum collections
NICOLA MALKIN
Nicola Malkin is a highly respected British maker specialising in ceramics. Best known for her large-scale, high impact, sculptural pieces, her giant charm bracelets and necklaces have been exhibited to international acclaim.

Nicola uses traditional ceramic techniques and reworks them in unexpected ways, to explore love and death, fragility, power and personal  relationships. She presents her ideas as every-day objects. 
Nicola has exhibited widely in the UK, including the V&A; Bluecoat Display Centre, Liverpool; and the National Glass Centre, Sunderland; and internationally including in New York. She has worked commercially with Topshop, Maharishi, Whistles, PPQ, Paul Smith and Agent Provocateur. Nicola is also an associate lecturer at Central St Martins.
THE WOMEN’S LIBRARY
The Women’s Library is a cultural centre and museum housing the most extensive collection of women’s history and endeavours in the UK. Its acclaimed specialist collection includes 60,000 books and pamphlets, 3,000 periodic titles, 450 archive collections and 5,000 objects.

THE COMMISSION: CRAFTED FOOTNOTES
Nicola Malkin has taken themes relating to women, that are documented in the Woman’s Library: strength of character, equality, dignity and sisterhood; abortion, baby-snatching, wash houses and craft. To elucidate these themes, she has created her own versions of domestic items, ranging in scale from the gigantic to the miniature.
Each of her objects relates to one of the Library’s printed or archive classifications, and each will have a number corresponding to the relevant section. Visitors can follow a trail of ceramic, textile and metal artworks ranging from a giant bar of soap, 5ft knitting needles and clusters of ladybirds, which can be discovered in unexpected places. Stories from the archive are translated from 2D to 3D, leading the viewer deeper into the library’s fantastic collection and history.
Ladybirds represent women getting together, and lead the visitor to the archives of Greenham Common Women’s Peace Camp and protest in 1981. A coat hanger, hanging from the ceiling of the reading room, with a tiny item of child’s clothing, unravelling, explores abortion. A giant bar of soap in an enamel tin, in the foyer, symbolises the wash house – a former social hub. Giant knitting needles, made from steel and ceramic, represent women’s use of craft skills (one of the inspirations for this piece were the records of Emmeline Pankhurst knitting in prison).

Nicola Malkin was inspired to research women’s history – particularly in the East End – and to undertake this project, from conversations with her grandmother. ‘Gran’, her forebears and her husbands forebears, all lived in the area, and the women in the extended family illustrate the spectrum of life there. On her Grandfather’s side, one of Nicola’s great-grandmothers performed backstreet abortions and one of her great-great-grandmothers ran a brothel. On her grandmother’s side, Nicola’s great-grandmother was a seamstress and took in sewing: ‘honest work’. She made gloves for factory workers. ‘Gran’ was a small child and remembers the work being delivered in her old pram. In the War, ‘Gran’ was in charge of an artillery pump and survived while in a bombed Anderson shelter. 
MUSEUMAKER
Crafted Footnotes is part of museumaker, a prestigious national project involving sixteen museums across the country. It is unlocking the creative potential of collections through imaginative interchanges between the heritage and contemporary craft sectors. As well as offering new experiences for existing museum visitors, museumaker is establishing innovative ways of developing audiences. Each museum has commissioned one or more outstanding makers to create intriguing new work in response to the venue, its associations and collections. 
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