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museumaker in Middlesbrough 

Middlesbrough Museums Service:

mima, The Dorman Museum and the Captain Cook Birthplace Museum
In Time and the Mind of Others: The Modern Jewel

museumaker commission:

· Ted Noten (working independently) 

· Lin Cheung & Laura Potter (working in collaboration)

Exhibition at mima 25 March – 10 July 2011

A celebration of unique new works created by these international jewellers in collaboration with Middlesbrough Museums Service and local residents, complemented by contemporary jewellery from mima’s outstanding collections.

mima (Middlesbrough Institute of Modern Art), The Dorman Museum and The Captain Cook Birthplace Museum have commissioned internationally regarded Dutch jeweller Ted Noten and UK jewellers Lin Cheung and Laura Potter for this major project, to engage members of the local community, many of whom would not traditionally be familiar with contemporary jewellery.

TED NOTEN has made taxi journeys around Middlesbrough, chatting to the drivers. There are about 1,000 taxi drivers in the town and, for the museumaker project, they will act as ambassadors. They will engage passengers in conversation about the project and encourage them to visit the jewellery displays at mima. 
Based on his journeys, Noten has designed a striking, bespoke lapel badge that will be batch produced, so that each driver can wear one, and he is also batch producing an ornament for each of their dash boards. For these commissions, he has taken his inspiration from Hermes, the protector of the traveller in mythology, and also from the Middlesbrough Transporter Bridge, that celebrates its centenary this year.
The taxi drivers have been invited to a launch event in mima car park. All drivers will drive through a structure built for the occasion, have their photographs taken and get their lapel badge, dash ornament and post-it note pads. 

The dash ornament, and the badge worn by the drivers, will act as points of discussion with their passengers. The drivers will give them post-it note pads, encouraging them to write comments and visit mima where they can leave these messages, on the huge wing on the gallery wall (where the photographs of the drivers will also be displayed). Posters around the town will advertise the project.
LIN CHEUNG and LAURA POTTER’s project, Pas de Deux, has been a participant-driven collaboration, where selected local people have commissioned pieces of jewellery for themselves. The resulting pieces have been made in ‘pairs’ by Lin and Laura: one piece for the museums’ collections, another for the commissioner to wear, or keep.

The project commenced with two very well attended participatory workshops at mima. Lin and Laura taught each participant how to make an individual mould from cuttlefish and how to cast it in pewter. Lin and Laura have produced a “collective commission” for all of the residents involved in the workshops. They have made individual pieces for everybody, by casting from their original cuttlefish moulds. At the workshops, Lin and Laura also identified two individuals as their “commissioners”: Lucinda and Charlotte.

Lucinda is a solicitor and part-time lecturer in law, who has worked as a lawyer in London and South East Asia. Her personal interests include fencing and Viking re-enactments. Lucinda was taken to the Captain Cook Birthplace Museum where she was particularly interested in the ceremonial swords, scrimshaw (bones with etched, inked decorations) and an ornately carved treasure box. Lin and Laura developed a number of ideas for Lucinda, including recreating the solicitor ‘bands’ (the fabric ‘bands’ that are part of court dress), in three different guises: ninja, Viking and ‘smart casual’. They also produced a set of badges inspired by her interest in Viking re-enactments, which could be worn together to make up an image of a Viking brooch, or individually. Having experimented with different ideas, they decided to produce final pieces for Lucinda using the technique of scrimshaw, and these include biographical images and text specific to Lucinda.








Continues...

Charlotte is almost 18 years old, and is about to start a National Diploma in Fashion Design. She says that she has drawn inspiration from her grandmother, a seamstress. Charlotte was taken to the Dorman Museum, where she identified Egyptian prints, prints by artist Viva Talbot, and mineral samples as her favourite objects. For Charlotte’s commission, Lin and Laura again experimented with various ideas, such as thread winding using a sewing machine and a large quantity of blank ‘sticks’. Another potential idea was to use empty embroidery templates, which could be completed to create personalised objects – each being kept for a lifetime, or reworked many times. The final choice focuses on ownership and exchange, and comprises two sets of silver and gold beads; one set will be held by the museum and a second set by Charlotte, who can string and wear her beads as a necklace. The beads displayed in the museum are not strung. It is planned that Charlotte will visit the museum at designated intervals and swap her beads for those held there.     



There are currently showcases on display, introducing the museumaker project and showing work in progress by Lin Cheung and Laura Potter, across the three museums. 

TED NOTEN is known for catching everyday objects in clear acrylic and transforming them into pieces of art. He also uses found objects to create assemblages, which he rescales, using rapid prototyping technology, to create jewellery objects from non precious materials (nylon, titanium and chrome plating). A final, unique version of each piece is also created. His work has been featured at the Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam; SODA Istanbul; Galerie Metal in Copenhagen; and Collect, London, amongst others.

LIN CHEUNG is inspired by the social and personal issues that shape our lives: the objects we own, cherish and wear, and our relationships with them. She maintains that jewellery must be imbued with our past and present experiences to fully define it beyond a mere decorative object. Public collections featuring her work include Potteries Museum & Art Gallery, Stoke-on-Trent; Contemporary Art Society, London; and the Stedelijk Museum, Amsterdam.

LAURA POTTER sees personal possessions as integral to the way an individual constructs an identity. She considers jewellery items to be extremely valuable, not only in material and aesthetic terms but because they are key artefacts through which we establish a sense of self. Commissions have included work for the Florence Nightingale Museum and Potter has exhibited internationally in the UK and Europe.

Middlesbrough Museums Service

Middlesbrough’s Museums are part of Middlesbrough Council’s Regeneration Department, which recognises the role of arts and culture in transforming people’s lives. The Dorman Museum houses the social history of the Middlesbrough area and important collections of geology, taxidermy, Linthorpe Pottery and Christopher Dresser designs. The Captain Cook Birthplace Museum focuses on ‘local son’ James Cook, his voyages and legacy. mima presents the best of modern and contemporary fine art and craft, through its international exhibitions and permanent collection

museumaker

This project is part of museumaker, a prestigious national project involving sixteen museums across the country. It is unlocking the creative potential of collections through imaginative interchanges between the heritage and contemporary craft sectors. It is supported by Arts Council England (ACE), Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) and its Renaissance Programme. As well as offering new experiences for existing museum visitors, museumaker is establishing innovative ways of developing audiences. Each museum has commissioned one or more outstanding makers to create intriguing new work in response to the venue, its associations and collections.

www.museumaker.com 

Notes to Editors

1). Middlesbrough Museums Services ran a series of talks on contemporary jewellery for the public. These were given by: Ted Noten; Beatrix Chandour Sampson, Curator; Gesine Hackenberg, jeweller who re-interprets history through people’s connections with vessels and jewellery.

2). mima jewellery collection

This collection is unique in the UK for its focus on contemporary international practice, and is comparable in importance to the contemporary jewellery collections at the Crafts Council and the V&A. Beginning in the 1980s, there is a focus on what is known as The New Jewellery (concept based jewellery), particularly utilising non-precious materials. More recent collecting reflects the emergence of radical approaches to goldsmithing.
