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ORLEANS HOUSE GALLERY, Twickenham, commissions

ELEANOR PRITCHARD to create ‘PLACE SETTING’
part of museumaker: unlocking the creative potential of museum collections
Installation in situ 12 June – 26 September 2010
museumaker, a prestigious national project involving sixteen museums across the country, is unlocking the creative potential of collections through imaginative interchanges between the heritage and contemporary craft sectors. It is supported by Arts Council England (ACE), Museums, Libraries and Archives Council (MLA) and its Renaissance Programme. As well as offering new experiences for existing museum visitors, museumaker will establish innovative ways of developing audiences, including young people. Each museum has commissioned one or more outstanding makers to create intriguing new work in response to the venue, its associations and collections.

THE INSTALLATION: ‘PLACE SETTING’
Eleanor Pritchard is a highly regarded weaver, whose work encompasses a range of weave and stitch techniques. She is creating an installation at Orleans House Gallery, Twickenham, which draws on the architectural treasures along this stretch of the Thames: Orleans House, Strawberry Hill and Ham House in particular. Her installation will represent the social event of dining and will celebrate how it linked the inhabitants of these great riverside houses. It will comprise a 6 metre long banqueting table, with napkins and place settings celebrating the personal histories of those who lived and worked in the houses; and will include inventive uses of traditional techniques, such as ornate paper quilling, inspired by stunning plasterwork ceilings and blackwork (an embroidery technique used to decorate clothing).
THE INSPIRATION

Orleans House Gallery is a magnificent fragment of an 18th century Baroque villa. Its ornate Octagon Room was designed, around 1720, for entertaining by James Gibbs, the most fashionable architect in England. 
Strawberry Hill, a “gothic” villa, created by Horace Walpole, is regarded as Britain's finest example of Georgian Gothic Revival architecture and interior decoration. It is currently being fully restored.
PLASTERWORK… PAPERWORK… SUGARWORK
Both Orleans House and the nearby Strawberry Hill have exquisite ceilings. The fine plasterwork ceiling in the Orleans House Octagon Room was crafted by Swiss ‘stuccatori’ as no local plasterers were up to the job. The Long Gallery ceiling at Strawberry Hill is intricately worked in papier mache. 
There were previous houses on both sites, and Eleanor has researched table settings and banqueting customs of the 17th and 18th centuries. In the Stuart period, elaborate sugarwork sculptures were created as centrepieces for banquets, demonstrating the wealth of the household at a time when sugar was an extremely valuable commodity. Eleanor’s paper quilling will create ornate curls and swirls, which will evoke the patterns in the ceilings and the sugarwork confections. She has also been inspired by damasks in Strawberry Hill, which are being rewoven for the restoration. Patterns inspired by these will be included on the table top of her piece. 
HIDDEN STORIES
Eleanor Pritchard is fascinated by the fact that the exteriors of archive files are regular and anonymous, whilst inside are hidden tales of dramas, scandals and the minute detail of day-to-day lives over the centuries. Her table will be made from archive boxes, whilst each setting will represent the personal story of a character linked to the history of the area. Aristocrats and architects will be seated alongside cooks and nursemaids. They will include James Gibbs, the architect; Mistress Mayo, who sold eel pies on Eel Pie Island in the 19th century; and Mary Beach, Alexander Pope’s nurse who is buried in the neighbouring churchyard.

Continues: ORLEANS HOUSE GALLERY: A different day out in London…




ORLEANS HOUSE GALLERY: Arcadia on the edge of London
A different DAY OUT in London: Fun for all the family
‘Place Setting’, the Octagon Room, the permanent collections, an award-winning temporary exhibitions programme and woodland gardens. All at Orleans House.
Don’t miss additional activities:

· The Twickenham Carnival, 13th June. 
Noon: procession of floats from York House along  riverside to Orleans House

1 – 5pm: The carnival village in Orleans House Gardens 

Live music, performance, food stalls and activities.
· ART PLAY 3 (In the Stables Gallery, 8 July – 29 August) an interactive art experience created by families, for families. Multi-sensory artworks which engage, enchant, stimulate and surprise. Suitable for children of all ages and their families. Come and play!
Orleans House Gallery takes its name from its most famous resident, Louis Philippe, Duc d'Orleans, who lived here in exile, 1815-17. It houses the Richmond upon Thames Borough Art Collection, founded in 1962 with the bequest of the Hon Mrs. Nellie Ionides. This Collection now comprises over 2,400 oil paintings, prints, drawings, photographs and objects spanning the early 18th century to the present day, and includes many famous names. Most works are of local topographical views – the famous view from Richmond Hill and views along the River from Hampton Court Palace to Kew, as well as areas such as Chiswick and Hammersmith. Mrs Ionides purchased the Octagon Room and its historic outbuildings, saving them from demolition, and bequeathed them to the public. She also campaigned to preserve the magnificent view from Richmond Hill, from developers.
The Stables at Orleans House Gallery include an excellent family friendly restaurant, and many of the views in the collection can still be enjoyed on a tranquil river walk in this beautiful, unspoilt area. 

Visitors with time can stroll along the riverside from Twickenham to Richmond, or take the ferry across The Thames to Ham House (check times)

HOW TO GET TO ORLEANS HOUSE GALLERY
Rail: St Margaret's Station, on the mainline from Waterloo to Richmond; Tube: Richmond, District line
Bus: 33, 490, H22, R68, R70 and 290 from Richmond Station (alight at The Crown Pub/Lebanon Park).
OPENING HOURS:  www.richmond.gov.uk/orleans_house_gallery (Heritage Now).

NOTE TO EDITORS
ELEANOR PRITCHARD is a weaver whose contemporary designs, acclaimed for their use of pattern, colour and texture, are inspired by traditional British fabrics. Extensive visual research underpins her collections and her practice includes large-scale projects, bespoke and commission work, mill-woven design and design consultancy. Her clients include the National Trust, Ely Cathedral and Christian Lacroix.

Follow the project blog: www.placesetting-eleanor.blogspot.com. Eleanor@eleanorpritchard.com; 07941 344510

FOR FURTHER PRESS INFORMATION contact Lianne Jarrett Associates

info@lja.uk.com; 01273 674692

